
Vista del Lago High School                 2019-2020 Course Expectations  
 

English 10 & 

Honors English 
10 
  
 

C 
OURSE DESCRIPTION: English 10 is a grade-level course 
designed to provide a comprehensive curriculum in English 
language arts with integration of the CA ELD Standards that 

were adopted by the SBE November 2012 (CDE 2014).   

T 
his course calls for students to engage in a range of tasks 
(analyze, interpret, assess, integrate and evaluate, collaborate, 
adapt, apply) that require the critical thinking,  problem solv-

ing and collaboration demanded of 21st century living and learning, 
with emphasis on meaning making, effective expression, content 
knowledge, and language development. 

I 
nstruction in Honors English 10 focuses on developing student 
proficiency in critical thinking, problem solving, creative think-
ing, and application of skills. Curriculum may be organized in 

an interdisciplinary framework to ensure deeper understanding of 
certain issues. The greatest differentiations between Honors English 
10 and English 10 curriculum are its pacing and complexity. In addi-
tion, summer reading and writing assignments are mandatory in the 
Honors English 10 program. 

C 
LASSROOM RULES/CONSEQUENCES: 
Teachers have a clear job: to teach. Students 
too, have a clear job: to learn. Any behavior 
that interferes with the teacher teaching or 

all students learning is unacceptable. If after a warning, the behavior does not 
change, the consequences will be immediate and include any of the following: a 
private conference, a phone call home, detention, or suspension from class. Fre-
quent unacceptable behavior will have more severe consequences: conferences with 
parents or school suspensions. 

C 
ITIZENSHIP: The citizenship 
grade is measured by your abil-
ity and willingness to follow 

the policies of this class.  As an English 
Department, we value courtesy, cooper-
ation, and respect.  The policies reflect 
this and the standards conducive to an 
orderly, productive classroom environ-
ment.  Therefore, the following will be 
used to determine your citizenship 
grade: attendance and class contribu-
tion, following directions, obeying rules, 
and attitude toward me, fellow class-
mates, and substitutes. 

E 
LECTRONIC DEVICES/TECHNOLOGY: English teachers support a firm commit-
ment to the intellectual and ethical use of technology to enhance student learning.  We 
encourage students to bring to class a device (Chromebooks are relatively inexpensive 

and a great tool, or a smart phone, tablet, small laptop) on which they can access the school’s 
wi-fi. Students may use the device for further research or to take notes. That is not to say that a 
device is required: students can access technology at home. The care and security of the device 
is the your responsibility. The following activities are disruptive to learning and you will no 
longer be allowed to use your device if the following infractions occur: 
1. Using the device to engage in any activity that violates district policy or procedures. 
2. Using personal devices during an exam or to cheat or plagiarize. 
3. Communicating with anyone via text message, email or phone call during class time, un-

less authorized by the teacher. 
4. Using the device at an inappropriate time or for researching or surfing the Internet for 

anything other than the assigned work. 
5. Recording or transmitting any audio or video of the actual class without specific 

teacher permission. This includes pictures. 
6. Duplicating or storing any material that breaks copyright law. 
7. Accessing, creating, distributing, or transmitting abusive, slanderous, libelous, dis-

criminatory, or explicit material, including harassing, bullying or threatening an-
other individual in a technological environment. 

 

T 
eacher Web Page/
Power School:  The 
English department 

and individual teachers post 
grades and other information 
on Individual Teacher Web 
Pages/Power School. 

This class uses  
several digital  

accounts that  
students will need to 
access. Possible ac-

counts include: 
 

Google Drive 
Google Classroom 

Turnitin.com 
Remind.com 
StudySync 



A 
CADEMIC DISHONESTY POLICY: At 
Vista del Lago, academic honesty and 
personal integrity are fundamental com-

ponents of a student’s character development. 
Teachers and administrators are committed to a 
school environment where honesty, integrity, 
hard work and the learning process are valued 
over the importance of good grades at any cost. 
Students who choose to cheat, deprive themselves 
of the opportunity to learn—especially, how to 
think critically and independently, essential skills 
for both college and career. Academic dishonesty 
is destructive to the entire school community and 
engenders mistrust and damages relationships 
between teachers and students.  Because students 
face life changing consequences when they choose 
to cheat rather than earning grades honestly 
through hard work and good study habits, Vista 
has taken an aggressive, proactive approach to 
this issue through advisory lessons and a school-
wide Academic Integrity Program. Students and 
parents are required to review and sign an Aca-
demic Integrity agreement that outlines Vista’s 
policies and consequences for any violations.  The 
Academic Honesty Agreement, along with disci-
plinary and academic consequences are available 
on Vista’s website. 

 

R 
EVISION POLICY:  There is a minimum of four formal 
essays, and many informal essays, throughout the term. 
The formal essays must be turned in by the due date. 

Students may revise formal processed essays provided they 
complete all prewriting and formative activities for the essay, 
submit the essay by the due date, and provided that the essay is 
eligible for revision. Some essays (such as timed writes and 

midterms) may not be eligible for revision. The student must 
also conference with the teacher so that the student understands 
what improvements need to be made. Feedback (both peer and 
teacher) will be provided to students throughout the writing 
process prior to the final draft due date for fully processed pa-
pers. Formative assessments may not be submitted after the 
summative assessment has passed.  

H 
OMEWORK:  A portion of the academic grade will be 
based upon homework assignments.  Although assign-
ments will be made regularly, they may vary in quanti-

ty and complexity based on subject matter and ability level. 
Large project assignments, including essays, are due on the 
day they are due, even if the student will not be in class. Stu-
dents who are absent should submit work to the appropriate 
digital platform on the designated due date. 
 

T 
ESTS:  Students will receive at least two days notice 
prior to major tests. The semester exams, which will 
include information from any part of that semester, 

may also be both objective and essay.  Quizzes may be given 
at any time and without advance notice.  Make-ups will be 
taken the day the student returns to class.  If this is not possi-
ble, it is the student’s responsibility to arrange alternate 

scheduling on that return day. It is also the student’s respon-
sibility to sign up for Flex time 

G 
ROUP PROJECTS: When 
participating in a group 
project, students will be 

graded individually and we will be 
evaluated based on their own work 
within the group.  No group grade 
or average score will be used to de-
termine an individual student’s 
grade on a group project.   

 

M 
AKE-UP:  All tests and minor assign-
ments are due upon returning from an 
absence. (Long term assignments are 

due on their due date—see “ESSAY” section.)  The 
only exceptions will be those assignments GIVEN 
during the absence.  These will be due two days 
after your return unless designed to be completed 
over several days.  It is the responsibility of the 

student to inquire about any and all missed 
work and to make the necessary arrangements 
for its completion. If tests/quizzes/assignments 
are not made up within a week of return (or an 
arrangement by the student with the teacher), the 
student will receive a “0” on that test/quiz. 

E 
XTRA CREDIT: No extra credit will be accept-
ed.  Students are expected to do the reading and writ-
ing assignments as designed for the course.   

https://www.fcusd.org/Domain/1469


B 
oth formative and summative assessments are 

essential as tools for gathering and reporting stu-

dent achievement. Formative assessments are 
used for practice, skill development and guiding instruc-

tion; summative assessments are used as a final measure 

of student learning at the end of a unit or period of in-

struction. 

M 
ETHOD OF EVALUATION:  
Grades will be weighted according to 
the  following: 

 
Formative Assessments (Assessments FOR Learning – 
quizzes, reading checks, study guides, etc) – 30%  
 
Summative Assessments (Assessments OF Learning – 
tests, essay final drafts, etc) – 70%  
 
*Honors classes will be weighted 80% (Summative) and 20% Forma-
tive  
 
The semester grade will be based on a running total of 
the first and second quarter points and the final exam 
points. The 6- Point scale will be used for letter grades:  
 

A =   100% - 83.3%  6-5  Expert-Advanced  
B =   78.3% - 66.6%  4  Proficient  
C =   61.6% - 50%   3  Apprentice  
D =   45% - 33.3%   2  Novice  
F =   <33.3  1 Unsatisfactory 
 

 

M 
ATERIALS:  The recommended materials 
list includes a writing utensil, system of 
organization, lined paper, highlighter, post

-it notes, and note cards. Final drafts of summative 
assessments must be submitted on Google Classroom 
and/or Turnitin.com. See teacher ASAP if you are una-
ble to obtain these materials. Please have your Student 

ID with you at all times so we may check out books 

T 
EXTS:   
Textbook: McGraw Hill Study Sync 
Unit One: Human Connection/Night 

Unit Two: Taking a Stand/Animal Farm   
Unit Three: Technical Difficulties/Frankenstein or Fahrenheit 451 
Unit Four: Destiny/Macbeth  
 
Pre-AP units with additional texts will be assigned in Honors 
classes.  It is not required, but it is highly recommend purchas-

ing novels when you can. By owning the novel you can high-
light, annotate, complete marginalia and refer back to the novel 
throughout the year as well as your high school career. 

C 
ONFERENCES:  Students will receive help in class 

whenever possible.  Students may also meet with me dur-
ing Flex Time. Please check with me ahead of time to en-

sure my availability. Because students in high school should be 
accepting more responsibility, it is important that they are the first 
to approach the teacher with any issue. If, after a meeting with the 
teacher, the issue still remains, parent involvement/conferencing 
is appropriate. The best way to reach teachers is through district 
email. 

Parents: click here to acknowledge 

you have ready all three pages of 

the Course Requirements:  

 

 

Brittany Andreasen-Parkins 
bandreasenparkins@fcusd.org 

 
 

Patrick Crean 
pcrean@fcusd.org 

 
 

Kyle Landes 
klandes@fcusd.org 

 
 

Christina Rae 
crae@fcusd.org 

 
 

Tony Ruiz  
aruiz@fcusd.org 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/5fAxZXXrEFnP2r7x5

